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    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              February 12, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were two media representatives and 

eleven other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director Rutherford, City 

Auditor Spetnagel, Safety-Service Director Carman, Human Resources Director Lowe and 

Chillicothe Transit System Director Schinkle. The meeting was broadcast live by Spectrum and 

by Horizonview. 

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Mrs. Neal moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the minutes of the regular meeting of January 22, 

2018, be accepted and approved, as submitted by the Clerk.  All nine members present voted 

“yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Finance and Technology Committees: 

 

Mr. Proehl reported on Item #7 to amend Chapter 163, Income Tax, of the Codified Ordinances 

of the City of Chillicothe, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that this is needed to 

conform with state law, and that he will seek to pass this item tonight.  

  

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines reported on Item #4 to approve the Solid Waste Management Plan, on tonight’s agenda 

for its first reading. Mr. Hines reported on Item #5 to authorize and direct the Safety-Service 

Director to advertise for bids and enter into contracts for annual supplies and maintenance and 

repair of the equipment required by the City of Chillicothe, Ohio, for fiscal year 2018, on 

tonight’s agenda for its first reading. Mr. Hines reported on Item #6 to authorize the City to 

participate in the ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program for Road Salt, on tonight’s agenda for 

its first reading.   

 

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #1 to approve the action of the Planning Commission in rezoning 

the property located at 1285 Western Avenue from Single Family Residential (RI) to General 

Commercial (GC), on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. He reminded everyone that there 

will be a public hearing on this on Monday, March 12, 2018, immediately prior to the regular 

meeting of Council that night. Mr. Tatman reported on Item #3 to authorize traffic and signal 

changes in the area of two new city school buildings located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut 

Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen Avenue, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He 

said that the Engineering Committee met last month to discuss changing Second Street to two-

way traffic from North Mulberry Street to North Walnut Street. The committee approved this, he 

said, but is asking that this now be referred to the Finance Committee because of the cost 

involved. He indicated that the original estimate was over $200,000.00, but that this has now been 

reduced to over $100,000.00, depending on what traffic control is needed at the intersection of 

North Paint Street and Second Street. Also, he said that the committee discussed the matter of 

maintenance and upkeep of downtown Streetscape improvements and that although they agreed 

that something must be done, they feel that the City and the downtown merchants need to work 

together and decide how this will be done and at whose expense. Ms. Fairchild moved and Mr. 

Hines seconded that Item #3 be amended, in Section 2 thereof, by changing the phrase “parallel to 

the east of Ringwald Street” to read “parallel to the west of Ringwald Street”. All nine members 

present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted.  
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Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal reported on Item #2 to authorize the Mayor to support an agreement with Three 

Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area tax exemption of 

seventy-five percent for fifteen years, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading.  

 

Community Affairs Committee 

 

Dr. Kerney informed Council that several groups have undertaken a campaign to amend the Ohio 

Constitution in November with the “Neighborhood Safety, Drug Treatment, and Rehabilitation 

Amendment”. She said that they need to collect 305,591 valid signatures and at least 5% of the 

2014 voting population in 44/88 counties in order to have this issue placed on the November 2018 

ballot. She said that if passed, this would bring more drug treatment money into Ross County and 

that there would also be a savings from not sending low level offenders to prison, with a 

significant reduction in the prison population. Dr. Kerney indicated that she will be providing 

more information on this proposal, and she said that the Community Affairs Committee will try to 

come up with a resolution in support of this.   

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney commented on Item #3, describing the process in coming up with the traffic and 

signal recommendations for the streets in the area of the two new school buildings. He noted that 

there was feedback from residents in the area during a meeting with Councilwoman Fairchild, and 

that this was helpful. He commented on Item #2, stating that the City is working with the 

Chillicothe City School Board on the language for this CRA tax exemption. Mayor Feeney 

introduced Donna Schinkle to Council as the new Director of the Chillicothe Transit System, 

stating that she is from Chicago. He said that he is working on an ordinance with respect to the 

downtown sidewalks. Pres. Arnold asked if there aren’t two requests for legislation on this? Mr. 

Tatman responded, saying that there is one dealing with residential sidewalks and another dealing 

with downtown business sidewalks. Mayor Feeney said that if it comes to making assessments, 

this will require special legislation. He concluded his report by thanking Council for attending the 

strategic planning session this past Saturday at the Chillicothe Transit System.    

 

Report of Auditor Spetnagel: 

 

City Auditor Spetnagel said that Item #7, making changes to the City’s income tax laws, is 

required by H.B. 49 passed by the Ohio General Assembly, and that these changes must be passed 

by the 24th of February.  

 

Report of Law Director Rutherford: 

 

City Law Director Rutherford said that she has no report tonight, other than to ask that we all 

remember the two fallen police officers in Westerville, as well as all law enforcement officers, for 

their work and their sacrifice in protecting us.  

 

Report of Pres. Arnold: 

 

Pres. Arnold said that he also thanks the members of Council for attending the Saturday meeting 

to discuss strategic planning.  

 

    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Erik Hill of 232 North High Street spoke to Council at length about what he described as a very 

serious issue, the widespread failure of motorists to obey the traffic laws within the city. He said 

that he is not accusing the Chillicothe Police Department, and that he is aware of the financial 

strain on the city. He referred to, and read from, a three page letter that he submitted to the 

Chillicothe Gazette, and he indicated that he also provided copies of this letter to each member of 

Council. He urged all of the elected officials in the city to become involved in the efforts to 

restore obedience to the traffic laws. He said that he has himself done extensive research on the 

subject, and that law enforcement officials are in agreement that vehicle traffic stops serve to 

reduce other criminal activity. So, he said, by addressing traffic enforcement the city also works 

to attack other crimes. He said that “no consequences, no compliance”. He noted that the City 

plans to acquire traffic feedback devices and said that he will keep an open mind. He specifically  
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named a number of streets where he feels that the efforts need to be directed. He said that he 

discussed this with Mike Throne, who sees it as a general flouting of the rules. He concluded his 

remarks by talking about the tragic accident that took the life of Donna Good, when she was hit 

broadside by a speeding recreational vehicle that ran a red light on East Main Street at the 

intersection of Watt Street, in August of 2016.  

 

     OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mrs. Patrick announced that there will be a meeting of the Nuisance Abatement Board tomorrow 

at 2:30 p.m.  

 

      PETITIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

 

The clerk indicated that he distributed copies of a reminder from the Ohio Ethics Commission of 

the obligation of all city elected officials to file their financial disclosure statements. The clerk 

also reported on the receipt of a letter from Paint Creek Housing Partners, LLC concerning plans 

to construct up to fifty units in a residential rental development on property at 108 Star Drive, 

adjacent to the Coppel Soccer Complex.    

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

An ordinance approving the action of the Planning Commission of the City of Chillicothe in 

rezoning the property located at 1285 Western Avenue, Chillicothe, Ohio from Single Family 

Residential (R1) to General Commercial (GC) was read for the second time by title only. 

 

A resolution authorizing the Mayor of the City of Chillicothe, Ohio to support an agreement with 

Three Amigos Chillicothe LLC, providing for a Community Reinvestment Area (CRA) tax 

exemption of seventy-five percent (75%) for fifteen (15) years, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the second time by title only.  

 

An ordinance authorizing traffic and signal changes in the area of two new city school buildings 

located in the areas of Arch Street, Chestnut Street, Cherry Street, Mill Street and Allen Avenue, 

and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only.  

 

An ordinance approving the Solid Waste Management Plan, and declaring an emergency was 

read for the first time by title only. 

 

Ord. No. 5-18 authorizing and directing the Safety-Service Director to advertise for bids and 

enter into contracts for annual supplies and maintenance and repair of the equipment required by 

the City of Chillicothe, Ohio for fiscal year 2018, and declaring an emergency was read for the 

first time by title only. Mr. Hines moved and Mrs. Corcoran seconded that the three reading rule 

be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. 

Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, 

and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 5-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance authorizing the City to participate in the ODOT Cooperative Purchasing Program 

for Road Salt, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. 

 

Ord. No. 6-18 amending Chapter 163, Income Tax, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Chillicothe, Ohio, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. Proehl 

moved and Mrs. Patrick seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on 

final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 6-18 adopted. 

     

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:03 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 
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          Council Chambers 

          Special Meeting 

          February 19, 2018 

          6:30 p.m. 

 

Council met in special session at the call of Mayor Feeney pursuant to written notice dated and 

delivered February 16, 2018, for the purpose of considering an ordinance accepting AFSCME 

Fact Finding Award 2018, with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, Hines, 

Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were one media representative and one other 

visitor present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Auditor Spetnagel and Safety-Service Director 

Carman.  

 

Mrs. Neal asked about the term “fact finding” and what it entails. Mayor Feeney responded, 

saying that this is the next step in the collective bargaining process after one side or the other 

rejects a proposed contract.  

 

Ms. Fairchild moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that Council go into an executive session 

pursuant to Council Rule 24(4) to prepare for, conduct or review negotiations or bargaining 

sessions with employees concerning their compensation or other terms and conditions of their 

employment. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion 

adopted. The media representative was asked to leave Council Chambers, and upon doing so 

Council began the executive session in Council Chambers for the stated purpose at 6:35 p.m. At 

6:52 p.m., the media representative was invited to return to Council Chambers. Ms. Fairchild 

moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that Council go out of the executive session, and resume the 

special meeting. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion 

adopted.  

 

Ms. Fairchild moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the three day receipt rule be suspended, and 

that there be formally placed on tonight’s agenda an ordinance ratifying the agreement negotiated 

between the City of Chillicothe and the American Federation of State, County, and Municipal 

Employees, Local 1562, authorizing the appropriate City officials to execute the agreement, and 

declaring an emergency. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended.  

 

Ms. Fairchild moved and Mrs. Corcoran seconded that the ordinance before Council be amended, 

in Section 1 thereof, by adding the sentence, at the end of the section, “A copy of the collective 

bargaining agreement is attached and marked as Exhibit “B”.” All nine members present voted 

“yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted, directing the clerk to so amend the 

ordinance.  

 

Ord. No. 7-18 ratifying the agreement negotiated between the City of Chillicothe and the 

American Federation of State, County, and Municipal Employees, Local 1562, authorizing the 

appropriate City officials to execute the agreement, and declaring an emergency was read for the 

first time by title only. Ms. Fairchild moved and Dr. Kerney seconded that the three reading rule 

be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. 

Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, 

and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 7-18 adopted.  

 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mr. Hines seconded that the special meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 6:56 

p.m. 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________                 __________________________________ 

Clerk of Council      President of Council 
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